
Nicolò Bottasso (b. 1994 in Italy, based in the Netherlands) is a violinist, trumpeter, composer and 
sound artist working across experimental, contemporary and folk-derived music. 
His practice centres on improvisation, timbre and repetition, integrating acoustic instruments and 
live processing into an organic sonic practice in dialogue with moving image, archival material and 
site-specific performance. He is interested in how inherited musical languages shift when they 
encounter new contexts and modes of perception. 
His long-standing collaboration with his brother Simone as Duo Bottasso has been a continuous 
laboratory for this practice for nearly two decades.  
Since 2024, he has performed on a tenore d’amore, a custom sympathetic-string instrument 
developed with luthier Cesar Sakellarides, combining features of the baryton violin, viola d’amore 
and Hardanger fiddle. 
Selected presentations of his projects include Eye Filmmuseum (Amsterdam), LAC (Lugano), 
Deutsches Filminstitut & Filmmuseum DFF (Frankfurt), Nonagon Festival (Svanö) and MACRO 
(Rome). 

EDUCATION 
2018 - Bachelor degree in jazz - Conservatory of Turin  (Italy) 
2017 - Erasmus exchange - Codarts Rotterdam (The 
Netherlands) 
2016 - Master degree in violin - Conservatory of Turin (Italy) 

LANGUAGE 
Italian (mother tongue).  
Fluent in french and english.  

WORK EXPERIENCE 
since 2012 – Freelance musician: soloist and sideman 
2007 - now – Co-director, Duo Bottasso (IT / NL) 
2020 - 2024 – Performer, Gelsomina Dreams (IT) 
2019 - 2022 – Sideman, Pietra Tonale Ensemble (IT) 

ARTISTIC INTERESTS 
Folk-related, drone and minimalistic music research. Melodic 
and timbral improvisation. Electroacoustic digital and analog 
sound processing. Interdisciplinary collaborations. Audiovisual 
interaction. Music production, composing and arranging. 
Instrument development.  

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
Performing written or improvised music in acoustic and electro 
acoustic contexts. Composing and arranging music (Sibelius). 
Digital processing of sounds (Ableton Live). Group coaching in 
music performance. Ensemble music arranging. Communication 
skills (MailChimp). Video editing (DaVince Resolve) and video  
mapping (MadMapper). Organising events.  

SELECTED PERFORMANCES 
Switzerland LAC Lugano Arte Cultura, Schlossmediale / Italy 
Time in Jazz, MACRO Museo di Arte Contemporanea Roma, 
Museo del Cinema di Torino, Heroes Festival, UnArchive Found 
Footage Fest/ The Netherlands Gaudeamus Festival, Eye 
Filmmuseum, De Doelen / Sweden Nonagon Festival / 
Germany DFF Deutsche Filminstituut & Filmmuseum Frankfurt 

COLLABORATION 
The Netherlands: Het Muziek, Nils Petter Molvær, Julian 
Schneemann / Italy: Fredo Valla, Simone Bottasso, Simone Sims 
Longo, Paolo Baldini Dubfiles, Riccardo Tesi / Sweden: Rickard 
Eklund, Fan-Qi Wu / Austria: Matthias Loibner 

MAIN WORKS 
Tenor d’amore – research and instrument development 
Postcards from Italy  – international modular project combining 
archives, memories live music and expanded cinema 
Quartetto Loco – acoustic quartet combining 12-tone writing, 
folk, and improvisation 
Il Cielo di Pietra – performance with archival films, live electronics 

ART RESIDENCIES 
2025, 2026 – Nonagon Festival, Svano (SE) 
2024, ongoing –  Batavierhuis, Rotterdam (NL) 
2024 – OSA Open Sound Academy, Saluzzo (IT) 
2024 – Espace Culturel, Chaillol (FR) 
2023 – Cultures Moves Europe residence project, Wien (AU) 
2022 – Culture en Contrebande, Queyras (FR) 
2021, 2022, 2023 – Building Bridges, Ascona (CH) 

SELECTED DISCOGRAPHY 
2026 – Postcards from Italy, Duo Bottasso 
2025 – a dozen words for six, Quartetto Loco  
2024 – a dozen words for seven, Quartetto Loco 
2020 – Il Canzoniere di Pasolini, LinguaMadre 
2019 – Biserta e altre storie, Duo Bottasso & Simone Sims Longo 
2014 – Crescendo – Duo Bottasso 

REVIEWS 
2026 – Eye Magazine  
2026 – Folker (page 30) 
2026 – Het Muziekinstrumenten Fond Magazine 

More pictures here

https://www.blucinque.it/produzioni/gelsomina-dreams/
https://pietratonale.bandcamp.com/
https://www.luganolac.ch/it/lac/programma/evento~lac~25-26~LEPA~maestri-del-mantice~.html
https://www.wundo.ch/artikel/pfeifend-und-schnaubend-durchs-schloss-werdenberg/
https://www.sascena.it/eventi/time-in-jazz-chiara-civello-419-535-571-230-500-142/
https://youtu.be/AE2dUbNJoyg?si=1zhbB8rd8Fb7wEpF
https://meiweb.it/rete-dei-festival/davide-ambrogio-osa-2-3-e-francamente-si-aggiungono-alla-lineup-di-heroes-festival-2025-biglietti-su-dice/
https://unarchivefest.it/eventi/postcards-from-italy/
https://gaudeamus.nl/en/events/12-09-gaudeamus-2026-saturday-night/soheil-shayesteh-nils-petter-molvaer-het-muziek/
https://www.eyefilm.nl/whats-on/postcards-from-italy-by-duo-botasso/1562015
https://nonagonfestival.se/en/artists/duo-bottasso
https://vimeo.com/1209836046?share=copy
https://www.quartettoloco.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2SjgTYsYvQ&t=4s
https://nonagonfestival.se/residency
https://batavierhuis.nl/
https://www.opensoundfestival.eu/osa-2023/
https://www.festivaldechaillol.com/le-calendrier/residence-et-sortie-de-residence-sillons-2/
https://bienvenuelahaut.fr/index.php/2022/09/30/culture-en-contrebande/
https://www.ciu-ascona.org/a-eng/Activities/Building%2520Bridges.html
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/postcards-from-italy
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/a-dozen-words-for-six
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/a-dozen-words-for-seven
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/il-canzoniere-di-pasolini
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/biserta-e-altre-storie
https://simonebottasso.bandcamp.com/album/crescendo
https://www.eyefilm.nl/en/magazine/postcards-from-italy-een-muzikale-reis-door-italie/1561974
https://folker.world/wp-content/uploads/folker_26-1_xfLXSK_web.pdf
https://www.nicolobottasso.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Magazine-NMF-2026-Nicolo-Bottaso.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-87bYTWjd1oxoinRIycO8ayDtwe4WuWO?usp=drive_link

